
Starting this fall, children in Illinois public schools will be taught sex education curriculum aligned with
the National Sex Education Standards. These standards, required by state law enacted in 2021,

promote troubling topics like gender identity and expression and sexual orientation and identity.  The
Illinois law requires this education for children in kindergarten through 12th grade. 

These requirements do not impact Catholic schools in the state.

HARMFUL SEX EDUCATION CURRICULUM
IS COMING TO ILLINOIS PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Diocese of Rockford encourages you to act now to
prevent irreparable harm to children

WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE NATIONAL SEX EDUCATION STANDARDS?

“By the end of the 2nd grade, students should be able to discuss the range of ways people express their gender
and how gender-role stereotypes may limit behavior.” 
“By the end of the 5th grade, students should be able to distinguish between sex assigned at birth and gender
identity and explain how they may or may not differ.” 
“By the end of 5th grade, students should be able to explain… masturbation” and describe “the potential role of
hormone blockers on young people who identify as transgender.”
“By the end of the 8th grade, students should be able to define sexual identity and explain a range of identities
related to sexual orientation (e.g., heterosexual, bisexual, lesbian, gay, queer, two-spirit, asexual, pansexual).”
“By the end of the 8th grade, students should be able to describe the steps to using barrier methods correctly
(e.g., external and internal condoms, dental dams).” 
“By the end of the 10th grade, students should be able to differentiate between sex assigned at birth, gender
identity, and gender expression.” 

The standards developed by SEICUS – Sex Ed for Social Change – include concepts that could cause
irreparable harm to children, are contrary to Church teaching on the divine gift of sexuality, undermine
parental rights, and indoctrinate children to a social agenda. These standards are developed by a private
organization and can change without proper input from parents.  SEICUS is an organization that, according to
its website, believes that sex education has the power to spark large‐scale social change.  
Examples of our concerns:



WHAT CAN PARENTS AND OTHER CONCERNED ADULTS DO 
TO PROTECT CHILDREN?

The Rockford Diocese encourages parents and guardians to petition public school boards to
drop sex education from the curriculum in its entirety. 

The Diocese encourages parents and guardians to evaluate adopted materials and the extent
to which these materials are in line with their family’s values, bring no harm to their
children, and echo Church teachings. 

The Diocese encourages parents and guardians to opt their children out of school-based
comprehensive sex education instruction and to turn to home-based formation that
supports the teachings of the Church. 
The Diocese promotes Catholic school education as an alternative to public school education.
Our diocesan Catholic schools rely on our Catholic faith to guide the curriculum for all
subjects, including sex education. 

The Diocese encourages the faithful to learn how their local state legislators voted on this
issue and make informed voting decisions. 
The Diocese encourages the faithful to write to their local state legislators who voted in
favor of the immoral act, informing the legislators of the disappointment of their vote and
consequences of losing voting support for their re-election. 

The Diocese encourages the faithful who teach in Illinois public schools and who may be
called upon to teach this curriculum to educate themselves on the law. 
The Diocese encourages parents and guardians to be vigilant to the use of outside
consultants that schools are using to teach this and any curriculum. Ask questions of your
school if you are unsure of the qualifications and preparation of these individuals

Visit www.rockforddiocese.org/life for samples of the correspondence recommended below. 

Public School boards have two options: to teach the required standards or to not teach sex education at all. 

If school boards opt to teach curriculum in line with the standards, they are required to give parents and
guardians an opportunity to review the scope and sequence of instructional materials. The school district is
also required to annually post on its website which sex education curriculum is used. The district must also
post contact information, including email addresses, of school personnel who can respond to inquiries
regarding course instruction and materials. 

The act states that parents and guardians can opt their children out of sex education courses by submitting
the request in writing to their school. 

The Catholic Conference of Illinois, which is made up of the dioceses of Illinois, opposed this act as
legislation (Senate Bill 818). The legislation passed and was signed into law by Gov. Pritzker. 

The law states that schools may use schoolteachers or outside consultants, community groups, or
organizations to provide instruction. 

HOW CAN THIS CURRICULUM HARM CHILDREN?
According to Family Watch International, a consultative organization to the United Nations, harmful
effects of this education include: sexualizing children, teaching children to consent to sex, normalizing anal
and oral sex, promoting homosexual and bisexual behavior, teaching children sexual pleasure, promoting
solo or mutual masturbation, eroticizing condom use, promoting early sexual independence, failing to
establish abstinence as the goal, promoting gender confusion, teaching abortion and contraception use,
promoting peer-to-peer sex ed and sexual rights advocacy, undermining traditional values and beliefs,
violating or undermining parental rights, and referring children to harmful resources. 

http://www.rockforddiocese.org/life

